
The Maryland Public Policy Institute

Published by the Maryland Public Policy Institute
One Research Court  |  Suite 450  |  Rockville, Maryland 20850  |  Telephone 240.686.3510  |  mdpolicy.org

MARYLANDERS CAN’T AFFORD  
KIRWAN’S MYTHS

A Dose of Reality: Kirwan Is Expensive, Ineffective, Misguided

MYTH REALITY
Maryland’s schools are underfunded Per pupil, Maryland spends 22% more than the national average (as of 2017, 

the latest year for which nationwide data are available)

Maryland’s teachers are underpaid Per pupil, Maryland teachers are paid 28% more than the national average

Maryland’s poorest jurisdictions are 
inadequately funded and unfairly treated 
by current school funding formulas

Per pupil, Baltimore City spends 10% more than the state average and gets 
79% of its budget from federal/state sources; Prince George’s County spends 
5% more than average and gets 64% of its budget from federal/state sources.

The Kirwan reform plan (“Blueprint  
for Maryland’s Future”) would “cost  
$4 billion over ten years”

Kirwan’s estimated costs total $32 billion over ten years, rising to $4 billion 
per year by the plan’s tenth year. And that’s optimistic, reflecting billions in 
hoped-for “savings” and “offsets” unlikely to eventuate.

The Kirwan Commission’s spending 
recommendations are new ideas.

In 2002, the Thornton Commission recommended hiking state aid to 
education by 60% to create a “Bridge to Excellence” in schools. Billions in 
spending later, Maryland students’ test scores have been virtually flat – yet 
Kirwan advocates say again that more money is the key to “excellence.”

The Kirwan recommendations can 
be implemented without significantly 
raising taxes.

The 2020 Maryland General Assembly is considering a 51% increase in the 
sales tax burden – a highly regressive tax – as well as possible income, estate, 
and digital tax hikes to come up with the money for Kirwan

The Kirwan reforms would not impose 
heavy financial burdens on Maryland’s 
local jurisdictions.

About 1/3 of Kirwan’s eventual costs will fall on localities; the most cash-
strapped (Baltimore City, Prince George’s County, others) simply can’t 
afford Kirwan without major increases in local tax rates.

The Kirwan recommendations are 
necessary to reduce education inequality 
and opportunity gaps in Maryland.

Kirwan ignores school choice, which is the key to empowering poorer 
parents and addressing education inequality.

The Kirwan reform would certainly 
improve student outcomes.

Thornton’s payoff was almost imperceptible; Kirwan would continue 
Maryland’s legacy of high spending and poor student outcomes by limiting 
parental choice and encouraging education bureaucracy to grow.

Kirwan would make Maryland’s 
education system more transparent  
and accountable.

There’s very little accountability in Kirwan: annual spending for “Governance 
and Accountability” is less than one-tenth of one percent of the plan’s budget 
(per Kirwan Exhibit 5.1).

Kirwan recommends expanding pre-K 
programs; universal pre-K is very 
popular, and it would improve student 
outcomes.

Studies show that pre-K does not improve student outcomes beyond 
kindergarten. Survey shows that over 70% of Marylanders do not want to 
expand pre-K at the expense of other spending priorities.

The Kirwan proposal is very popular. Polls that show support for Kirwan often fail to disclose the taxpayers’ 
cost of the plan; when costs are mentioned, the majority of Marylanders turn 
thumbs down.

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2017/econ/school-finances/secondary-education-finance.html
https://conduitstreet.mdcounties.org/2019/02/20/funding-per-pupil-charts-for-2019/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-kirwan-decisions-20191015-fzz4ja6bpnbsjdanhtajyowkfq-story.html
https://www.mdpolicy.org/policyblog/detail/kirwan-backers-earn-f-in-math
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/new-leader-tapped-for-maryland-school-board-after-controversies/2018/12/05/9e1d3b0a-f899-11e8-8d64-4e79db33382f_story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/opinion/op-ed/bs-ed-op-0220-kirwan-commisssion-education-plan-deja-vu-20200219-b4x5mgfj7fbkfiymeoef5vambq-story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/leading-maryland-democrats-no-income-property-or-sales-tax-hikes-in-2020/2020/01/03/cb4152d2-2daa-11ea-bcd4-24597950008f_story.html
https://www.mdpolicy.org/policyblog/detail/making-maryland-non-competitive-one-tax-at-a-time
https://wamu.org/story/20/01/23/what-a-wealth-tax-in-maryland-could-mean-for-the-states-taxpayers/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-ga-ad-tax-20200110-ichdwhtmvvespoz6lcsf5zclvq-story.html
https://www.mdpolicy.org/policyblog/detail/baltimore-city-cannot-afford-the-kirwan-plan-or-much-else
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/alsobrooks-urges-changes-in-kirwan-funding-formulas-says-prince-georges-cant-afford-to-pay/2020/01/10/bba6e382-332c-11ea-9313-6cba89b1b9fb_story.html
https://www.times-news.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/counties-can-t-afford-kirwan/article_585bfca2-dc63-5b71-8cff-8a8d35082f2b.html
s.org/newshour/education/sweeping-education-plan-seeks-equity-and-improvement-in-maryland-schools
https://www.mdpolicy.org/research/detail/other-states-take-maryland-to-school
https://www.mdpolicy.org/research/detail/higher-school-spending-doesnt-equal-higher-achievement
https://marylandreporter.com/2019/12/04/accountability-must-be-key-element-in-increased-money-for-schools/
http://dls.maryland.gov/pubs/prod/NoPblTabMtg/CmsnInnovEduc/2019-Interim-Report-of-the-Commission.pdf
http://acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/head_start_report.pdf
https://www.mdpolicy.org/research/detail/key-findings-from-maryland-voter-survey-on-education
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/post-u-md-poll-most-md-residents-open-to-higher-taxes-to-boost-school-spending/2019/10/16/65351452-f028-11e9-89eb-ec56cd414732_story.html
https://www.mdpolicy.org/policyblog/detail/no-kirwan-spending-is-not-popular
https://www.mdpolicy.org/policyblog/detail/no-kirwan-spending-is-not-popular

